
Vera Michelena
and Lingerie

Actress Says Kingdoms
Have Been Doomed by

Too Much Lace

Certain it is that among habitual

: rat nigj»torn at "Flo-Flo" there wore

{hose who gasped. Few were prepared
for the garments which adorned "Flo-
Flo" when she came to Broadway,
Lingerie being the motive power which

.repels "Flo-Flo" through an evening
cf frank and fascinating entertain¬
ment, it may interest those who pos¬
sibly through a false sense of mod-

esty have not examined too closely into
the subject to know that it con¬

stitutes a mir.e of dramatic ma¬

terial. Tis true it is not a

wholly undeveloped source, for lyrj^
cally lingerie has long been recognized,
and as already indicated is now ex-

panded to its fullest musical comedy
capacity in "Flo-Flo," but its real pos-
sibilities llave been quito overlooked
by serious p!a>\\ rights.
This is on the authority of "Flo-

Flo" herself, otherwise Vera Miche¬
lena, a young woman of charm, whose
research into the history of lingerie
sneaks for her intellectual attainment«.
Hut let Miss Michelena, who is abun-
dantly qualified to discharge that func-
tion, speak for herself.
"Lingerie," says Miss Michelena, "or

rather love of lingerie, has overthrown
niore than one throne. To my certain
knowledge, two crowns have tottered
and crumbled into the dust because o?
it, and there is no question but that
tho secret archives of nations will
show that other dynasties have been
ruineu by it, either directly or indi¬
rectly.
"The three most illustrious exam

pies of the lure that lurks in lingerie
are Empress Josephine, Cleopatra and

Gaby Deslys. The former ruined a na¬

tion because of her love for feminine
finery. What Cleopatra did to An¬
thony every one know.»., and there
seems to ho t:o doubt but '.hat Gaby's
worship or the same idol caused ihr.

King of Portugal to sacrifice his
crown. History furnishes other evi¬
dence equally convincing of tho power
¡.r.d influence of lir.gerie.
"Why the dramatists have not found

inspiration .!.», this theme T do not un¬

derstand, unless it has been due to
what they may regard a? an indelicate
subject. We have always with v.-», of
course, those prudes who will strain
at a gnat and swallow a camel, but
this is an age of enlightenment, and
public sentiment on a lot of matters

heretofore regarded as sacred is alter¬
ing.

,:' suppose there are even those who
will pretend to he shocked at the li:»,-
gerio displayed in 'Flo-Flo,' yet the e

same people will view these garments
exhibited on wax models in shop win-
cows and think nothing of it. The
only difference is that in 'Flo-Flo'

necessary and history-making
Hrticl apparel are displayed, on

live models. Surely there can be nofh-
ii :: mmoral in thai."

Max Marcin Doctored
English Melodrama

'! h" British military comedy drama,
''Seven Daj Leave," to be. produced at
the Park Theatre, January 1Í, will feel
the finishing touches of Max Marcin,
the America;», author, who wrote "House
of llass" and "Eye of Youth."
"Seven Day's Leave" was written by

Walter Howard, the English playwright,
whose "The Story of the Rosary" was

a tremendous success abroad, but the

Gretchen Eastman in "

I he Grass
Widow"

American producers of "Seven Days'
heave" received the permission of Mr.
Howi rd to ave Mr. Marcin impart an

¦'¦".¦ a flavor to -,,:,;.' of the ici nea
and to the tory itself. In other words,
'tieut< ". ni ¡elding, tffo hero in the
P'ay, now running at Sir Henry Irv-
"'¦'' Lyceum Theatre, London, is an

englishman, but in the American pro¬
duction he will be an American, horn
°- 1." ah parents, who becomes an officer
"¦ tho British army. Mr. Marcin has
°een at work for the past two weeks
''¦ith the producers, and with Lawrence
Marsden, who i.. staging the play.

Mr. Marsden is th-:- man who gaveto tho American stage such mélodra¬
me successes as "The Round Up" and
^

Che Price of Peace," und the col¬
laboration of Mr. Mnrcin and Mr. Mara-
,iri) is likely to prove a happy one.
"s* '¦'¦" Daj (- Leave," by tho way. was
:"''' Produced at the Lyceum Theatre

'¦' »don, Ft bi uary, 1917. It is said
re lio been a line in front of

the box oilice at tho Lyceum Theatre

Vera Michelená in "FIq-Flo"

Greenwich Players at Play
ontinually from 6 o'clock in the morn-

ng until the doors opened at night.
To be sure, one expects .1 company of

¡layers in Greenwich Village to be dif-
erent from the common or garden va-

iety of Broadway actors. They do not
vear striped collars and spats and yel-
ow chamois gloves. They do not sail
!orth on the Avenue with their Poms at

in tho afternoon and stop for tea at
herry'a or the Kit/, nor ûo they linger
-ver their whiskey and sodas at the
:lub. For, although they arc a profes¬
ional company, each member has '»von

.is spurs in some other line of artistic
»ndeavor.
That is how it happens that a peep

nto the Greenwich Village Theatre on

1 vei"y cold, recent Sunday afternoon
lisclosed Manager Frank Cor.roy, Tech-
itcflj. Director Roy Mitchell and Actor
:lal Lapham slapping paint all over a

tuge canvas, until tho result was a

.eaily beautiful stained glass window,
used for the church setting in the
Christmas Miracle plays. Ever sec a

managerial magnate on Broadway stop
of a Sunday afternoon to paint his own

scenery, with the assistance of his
technical director and an actor from
the company ?
Roy Mitchell doesn't stop at being a

technical director. If information Is
wanted on anything pertaining to the
drama "Ask 'Mitch,' he knows." If a

discussion arose as to whether there
was a popular conception of the Angel
Cabriel as rc-semhlins a Chinaman
wearing a Burne-Joncs wig, "Mitch"
could Í.00". sail into a learned disserta¬
tion. If a question of music, or period
setting, or socialism, or food, or

aesthetics, or the relation of color to
sound should come up in the course of
the day or night, all that is necessary
is to call in "Mitch" to have it definite¬
ly and satisfactorily settled. If one

wants to borrow an umbrella, a quarter,
r. coat; to know the weather forecast;
What Started'the Great War, one goes
instinctively to him. When a produc¬
tion is to bo put on "Mitch" goes
ahead and puts it on while Barney
watches.
For Barney Gallant, having press-

agent ed and taken care of the Mexican
government for three years, is well
ablo to see that there is no elopement
between art and money at the Green¬
wich Village Theatre.

It is natural that the theatre, being
in tho heart of Bohemia, should revolve
around "Polly's" where Bohemian-
ism moves, lives and has its being. The
sign above the blue-painted door says
"Greenwich Village Inn," but to all the
inhabitants of Sheridan Square nnd
environs the Inn is known familiarly
ai "Polly's." It is here that the lumi-
naries of Xew York's artistic and liter-
ary world foregather to bohemo ouch
evening. It is here, around tho huge
open fire or at the long, bare tables and
equally long hard benches that tho
Greenwich Village Players repair 'most
every night after the performance to
discuss ideas, plans, confidences and
compliments.

liera a ragtime piano helps dispel
the tension of creative minds, while
through the » smoke-tilled atmosphere
can bo seen Fania Marinoff, in tiger
skins, languidly smoking a cigarette
with her famous husband, Carl Van
Vechtcn, and a party of friends. If
Fania Marinoff should ever tire of act¬

ing she would soon be equally famous
as a designer of ijorgeous costumes,
She flashes a vivid smile toward the
long table beyond, where Frank Conroy
sits in solemn conclave with Harold
Melt'/er and "Mitch" over their sand¬
wiches and beer. Joseph Macaulay and

quiet little Margaret Farclcigh wend

their way through the tables to join
the others.
The air is getting heavier with cmoke

and spirits arc getting higher. The

piano has resumed a rollicking fox-trot
or perchance it is a sinuous Apache

dance for tho special benefit of two

dancers who emerge from the smoke
and danco merrily in the glow of the

firelight. Ah, yes, they are Carry liar-

ling and Edwin Strawbridge -Carry,
tall, slender, decorative in her dark

t

Iress and drop earrings. Carry is a

Belgian, a niece of Ysaye, tho violinist,
tnd the wife, of W. Franke Ilarltrig.
.he composer and musical director of
the theatre. More than that, Carry
darling is the particular good fniry of
the entire company. If a precious but-
ton upon which hinges an entire cos-
turne should como off just before the
performance, a flying visit to Carry
makes it. secure again. If "Straw¬
berry's" white Pierrot gloves or Melts's
gray silk Marquis stocking* need fixing
up, an appeal to Carry makes them
right again.
A merry shout, from tho far end of

the room, a familiar line from one of
the plays, and Barney Gallant, the ir¬
repressible business manager, is re-
ceived with a shout. Barney's fame has'
spread 'round the continent from Mex-

FRANK CONRÖY

ico City through to St. Louis, Chicago,
Washington and Greenwich Village.

Gradually things quiet down as the
merry villagers repair to their studios.
On the way out ouo is rewarded by a

sweet smile from lovely Mary Pyne,
the most beautiful girl in the village.
Mary, too, is a poet, an actress and the
wife of Harry Kemp.
One by one they have gone, until a

small group is left of the original
"theatre crowd." Then tho new play
is discussed, or plans for the future.
It is then that Everett Glnss, poet-
laureate and batik artist of the Grcen-
wich Village Theatre, admits modestly
that he has written a "little skit," that
proves to be a really poetic book for an

opera for which Franke Harling is to
write the music. One by one the lights
go out, the waiters pile chairs on tables,
and final good-nights aro naid as the
last few 'players trudge reluctantly out
into the snow.

New Talmadge Picture
When Norma Talmadge begins work

within the next few days on her next

production, "By Right of Purchase,"
members of her cast will discover that
the interior of the big Talmadge
studio, at Ü18 East Forty-eighth Street,
has been transformed into an exact
reproduction of Hero Land, the great
patriotic bazaar held recently at Grand
Central Palace.
Casting for the new picture has al-

ready begun. Eugene O'Brien will have
the leading male rôle in the produc-
tion, opposite Miss Talmadge, as he has
had in "Poppy," "The Moth" and "The
Ghost of Yesterday."

"By. Right of Purchase" is a society
photodrama, in which Miss Talmadge
portrays tho role of a wife purchased
by her husband's wealth. Charles Mil¬
ler will direct the picture, which will
be presented by Joseph M. Schenck
through Select.

Two Thousand Wig«
/Are Billy's Joy

He is tho master of two thousand j
wigs, and his habitat is a little 2 by 4
rubbyhole tucked away down in tho
mysterious depths of the Hippodrome.
While "Cheer Up!" is cavorting on

its way upstairs he is brushing and
combing and curling the hair of the
three hundred chorus girls.tho locks
in question obligingly posing on wooden
blocks as the real heads smile and bow
and sing for tho crowd nbovo.
His name is Billy King, and ho knows

his historical periods from Augustus to
Victoria. Only he thinks of them in
terms of hair Instead of dates, which Is
a little confusing to the average work-
«day historian.
For instance, he is very fond of the

time of Charles T, because it, was what
he describes as "long and full of ring¬
lets."
There is excellent reason for his his¬

torical accuracy, for Billy learned his*
trade after the good sound tradition of
tho old wig makers to the royal family
at the famous house of Clarkson, in
London. Clarkson still retains his pre¬
rogatives as wig maker to his majesty
the King, and as late as Victoria's reign
the head of the house was frequently
summoned to appear before the Quern
in connection with the care of the
powdered wigs of the royal lackey«.

Clarkson is also the greatest of the
theatrical wig makers, and furnished
the wigs for all the gorgeous panto-
mimes. As a little apprentice lad Billy
King spent lor.g hours poring over his¬
torical book plates from the libraries
and museums, and as a result he can
give pointers to many so-called author¬
ities on the fine points of historic cos¬
tuming. But wigs are his weaknoss,

and he would rather browse over one of
the elaborate piles of puffs and curls
and ringlets which made up tho head¬
dress of «omo stately court beauty of
long ago than anything he knows. Th«
modern wig he views with scorn. It is
too simple. It lacks technique.

All history meets in Billy's wig
boxes, piled high on the shelves of his
littlo room. Tremendous curled and
powdored wigs of all tho "periods" he
recalls so fondly jostle against the top
pieces of such celebrities as Grant and
Lincoln and William Jennings Bryan.
The polished dome of tho last named,
however, takes up but little of the wig
maker's time.

Billy came over here with the graat
spectacle of "Beauty and the Beast," in
which production ho took care of more
than seven hundred wigs. In 1014 he
joined the forces of the Hippodrome,
where he has remained ever since.

'Heiress For a Day"
Two pictures just completed by Tri-

angle are "Heiress for a Day," featur-
ing Olive Thomas, and Director Gil-
bert P. Hamilton's picture, "Captain of
His Soul," with an all star cast, In-
eluding William Desmond, Charles
Gunn and Jack Richardson. »"Keith of
the Border," from Randall Parish's
novel, is more than half finished. It
stars Roy Stewart, the cowboy actor,
and is directed by Cliff Smith. Dl-
rector Hoffron e::pects to complete "The
Hopper." a crook comedy drama, from
"Collier's Weekly" story by the same
name, in another week. Director Jack
Conway is working on "Little Red De-
cides." a Western magazine story, and
Walter Edwards and Mrs. -Corbaley, au-

thor of the "Triangle Photoplay Maga-
izine" prize story, "Real Folks," are very
busy planning a great production for
this seenario."The Work and Its Worth"
has been assigned to Director Frank
Eorzagc, whoso last offering was "The
Gun Woman," and is said to be worth
all the work that. Borzago is putting
into it.

From Ingenues to Eccentric Comedy
To see Fiorina Arnold as Mrs.

Vokins, the bone-boiler's widow, in the
all-star production of "Lord and Lady
Algy" at the Broadhurst Theatre,
makes it very difficult to believe that
not so very long ago she was playing
leading emotional rôles and only a
short time before this was a sprightly
ingenue.
Though Miss Arnold is known to

playgoers of to-day mostly for her ec-

centric comedy creations, her work in
this field has been confined to only the
last few years. In fact, her Irst role
of this sort was that of the mother in
"Mrs. Bumpstead-Leigh," seven years
ago. But so perfectly did .-she put her
seal of whimsical personality and ec¬
centric comedy acting on this char-
acter that tho public thinks of her as

having always been a comedienne.
It was Harrison Grey Fiske who dis¬

covered Miss Arnold's genius for com-

edy. The actress, English by descent
and American by birth, made by début
at. the age of eighteen. James A.
Hearne heard her give a dramatic
reading at the Tremont Temple in Bos-
ton and engaged her for the leading
rolo in "Hearts of Oak." She playee

¡leading rôles with William J. Scanlar
and appeared with Frank Bangs ir
"Michael Strogoff." Then she co-
starred with her husband, Charles L
Andrews, appearing in both ingenut
and emotional rôles. With Edwin Ar
den she played an adventuress, but ai

her husband did not think it good pol-
icy for her to become identified wit)
this sort of character she went bacl
to emotional parts. When her bus
band died she left the stage.
When Miss Arnold decided to returi

to the stage she turned her attentioi
to characters, and in order to prepar-
herself for important rôles she ¡.pen

! five years in stock, but during thi
entire period she never once acted

comedy part. Harrison Grey Fiflk«
offer»d her the part of Mrs. Bump-
stead-Leigh's mother, and her success

in this was such that she has never

played a straight role since. She was

with the Fiske management for five
years, being featured in "Where Ignor-
ancc Is Bliss." She appeared in two
productions with Mme. Kalisch.
Though an actress of her p<»cuiiar

talents would seem to be admirably
suited to musical comedy. Miss Arnold's
one and only experience in this line
was with "Love o'Mike" last season,
but she disliked the work so much
that she will never appear in musical
comedy again.

Miss Anglin Moves
Margaret Anglin, who, through the

courtesy of William A. Brady, has oc¬
cupied the stage of the Playhouse the
last fortnight, during the temporary
absence of Grace George« will, on ac¬
count of the success of her comedy.
"Billeted," continue her New York sea¬
son at another theatre, beginning Mon¬
day, January 14.

»-

Vieux-Coîombier Production
"La Nouvelle Idole" is to be given at

the Théâtre du Vieux-Colombier Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday evening«
and on the Thursday and Saturday.matinees of the coming week. "La
Nouvelle Idole" is in three acts and is
by François de Cure!. In the cast are
François Gournac, Robert Bogaert.
Marcel Millet, Emil Chifoliau, Valen¬
tine Tessier, Suzanne Bing, Paulctte
Noizeux and Jane Lory. The costumes
were designed bv Valentine Gross and
exécuter in the ateliers of the Vieux-
Colombier.

-.-.-

"A Second Look"
The American Academy of Dramatic

Arts will give its first, matinee of tho
season on Friday afternoon, January
11. in the Lyceum Theatre. "A Second
Look." a comedy in three acts, by C. A.

: de Lima, will be presentee for the first
; time in this country. "Pomp," a playin one act. by Sada Cowan, will pre-cede the longer play.

Empty to Co "Ovmr
the Top** in Graphic

Motion Picture Play
Sergeant Arthur Guy Empey, author

of "Over the Top" and one of the wide¬
ly known personalities developed by
the war, has signed a contract with
Albert E. Smith, president of the Vita-
graph Company, to appear in a special
feature to be called "Over the Top,"
and will start work at once.

Lois Meredith has been specially en¬
gaged to appear with Sergeant Empey
and the production will be directed by
Albert E. Smith, assisted by Wilfrid
North.
Empey served eighteen months in th«

trenches. He was thrice wounded and
won his promotion for bravery in ac¬
tion.
Empey hn* to his cmdit the sale of

11,011,001) worth of Liberty bonds in
the second Liberty Loan drive.
He ht.s collected for the various

"smoke" funds more than $.">0,000.
The screen version of "Over the Top"

has been prepared by Robert Gordon
Anderson, of the Putnam Company. He
has woven a thrilling love story in be¬
tween the stirring events which Ser¬
geant Empey's book details. It shews
Empej us a machine trunner and bomb
thrower and introduces a thrilling air¬
plane episode wherein Empey forces a
German flier to carry him from behind
the German lines to those of his own
comrades.

Sergeant Empey, who is thlrty-foor
years old. has had a most adventurous
career. He ran away to sea when he
was only a lad and travelled several
times around the world. He also went
nround The Horn, and hat written a

: tory of tris experience. When he left
the sea he joined the United States
cavalry and remained in it for six
years, seeing active service on the
Mexican border in 1911. At the expira-
'ion of his enlistment period he settled
m Jersey City and was working there
when h" received word of the sinking
of the Lusitania. This act of German
atrocity stung him into action and he
lost no time in getting to England
...here he enlisted as a private in the
1st Royal London Fusiliers.

After being three timos wounded.
.Sergeant Empey was invalided home
and honorably discharged. But he did
not quit fighting when he quit the
trenches, because immediately upon his
r.rrival in this country he took un /.lie
work of writing and lecturing with th«
purpose of arousing the American peo¬
ple to their highest, lighting pitch by
actually showing them what the war

' means to this country.

AMUSEMENTS AMUSEMENTS AMUSEMENTS AMUSEMENTS AMUSEMENTS

AMERICA'S FOREMOST THEATRES AND HITS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF SAM S. AND LEE SHUBERT, Inc.

3 WEEKS LONGER
SEATS SELLING TILL JAN. 26.

A Rroiicaome Frivol by Harold Mlerldge. Staged by ,T. C. Huffman.
Hilli n Oilfuntlc (¿ntlirriiifr of Carefully (. hnsi»n Celebrities, Iaielucliitu"

FRANK TINNKY, Krt Wyni), Henry Lewis, James .1. Corbett, Clmrlcs Judels,
Ada Lewis. Sain Ash, Duncan iSislers, C'liilson Olir-mm, l.eah Cornil, James
i lemons, 'Hie Cansinos, Vcrn Koelitn, Virginia PTssi'iger, Rutl Murr.v und 1.10
Others, not forgetting I'11' Fur l-'iitned Winter Garden Herrnry Brigade!

es -i ustine Johnston«
; '.iini.b..II Laurie A- Bronson
Five Dozen Justine Jnlin-
».tiiiie (Urls In a series of mar¬
velous nn-1 wonderful gowns.

9 O'CLOCK THEATRE IN N.
y Smokins. N'ot a. Restuura.ii
f".*tra Mat. Wed., Jan. 16th.

lit-neillt StRge Children'* 1'uml.

atée Shuberîtheatre i
Charles PurceilÄij tPeoUAltoiïtelÖWr-J^lyrio bu ftdapjnnsori Uoum.
Uluslc bij SiqmundRonpOTO/l4ffi.VEÖopB'VAYEVáSAT3A\l^Afa2¡~ ~.wmm

FAVERSHAM
ELÜOTT
FENWICK
ARBUCKLE

LORD AND LADY ALGY."

'Everyone in America should see this Picture,
says William Lyon Phelps I.ampson, Prof, of English Literature at Yale.

POPULAR MATINEE TO-DAY AT 3 T%pg£*
TWICE I0VKRV D.W.. .MATINEES, 2:30, S5c-50c. NIGHTS, H:¡i0. 25o to $1.1

coming, SUNDAY NIGHT, JANUARY 13th
WTI-LIAM FOX Presenta

I! EXPOSING FOOD PROFITEERING
TWICE DAILY. FOR TWO WEEKS ONLY

Theatre MON., 1 A
Col. Circle IAN. If

FIRST TIME IN NEW YORK
London's Latest and Greatest
Dramatic Success.Military
Comedy.Drama of To-day.
Notable Cast.

"SEVEN DAYS LEAVE"
Pr^HRIHSBS*.
N?s.t í~a!í Opens Thursday, .Tart. 10th.

DIRECTION ARTHUR 1IOFKIJ
S:30. Mats. Wed. & Ha!..

Prices S0-75c.-l.O0-l.S0-2.0O
Pop. Prie« M«t. Wed. Reg. Mat Sat.

fa's^i.«» Í. I»».|.
25»f.i>0« Sflt r'si ¿'i* co 75*

«*&» TOMORROW NIGHT »l
AUCUSTUS Pi'OU Presents

TU£ FAVDPiTë S NG r. P - A C"

JsXLsUmJs^AJUJmUü
IN A NEW POMANTIC COMEDV
££f» MAM FROM WICKLOW

By AVNA Nf'HO'. 5

HSthSCL0EWS7(hAVE.
SSSTu £&.£"-*.£ ISftAfc
banning TO-MORROW NIGHT

ARTHUR HAMMEB8TEIN Fr»«iUl

"De Luxe Annie"
A ISstUrt l>r»m» b» Edwir-i Cwk.

ggj JANE GREY ?&$£*York Cut.
IMir-t. from 4 MobUjs tt tw Booths

Week Jan Utti DADDY LONG-LEGS."


